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MEMORANDUM

TO: State Board of Education

FROM: Michael P. Flanagan, Chairman

SUBJECT: Report on the Montcalm Area Intermediate School District
Plan for the Delivery of $pecial Education Programs and Services

Pursuant to Section 380.1711 of the School Code of 1976, each Intermediate
School District (ISD) must develop, establish, continually evaluate, and modify Its
Plan for the Delivery of Special Education Programs and Services (Plan). Approval
indicates that the lSD's and local constituent districts' special education programs
and services described in the Plan meet standards which are consistent with federal

and state requirements. Approval also allows ISDs to receive reimbursement pursuant

to the State School Aid Act.

Staff has reviewed, and I have approved, the Montcalm Area Intermediate School

District Plan for the Delivery of Special Education Programs and Services.
Attachment A is a summary of the changes from the previously approved Montcalm

Area Intermediate School District Plan.
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ATTAdDlfENT A

MONTCALM AREA fNTERMEDIA TE SCHOOL DISTRICT PLAN -FOR THE

DEUVERY OF SPECIAL EDUCATfON SERVICES SUMMARY

The Montcarm Area lntermed.ate School District requests the review of the foUowi!:}g

modifications to our county plan.

1832(e) .Autism Spectrum Disorder Programs: We would like to add the following to our plan:
'Autism Spectrum Disorder Programs wiDfoJlow R34D.158a exceptfor Rule 58(a). Elementary and secondary

dassrooms shaJl not have more than 7 studentS. However, programs consisting of more than .1 dassroom may
have more than 7 students If the average student to teacher nrtio does not exceed 7 tv 1. A classroom with 3 Or

more students shafl have 1 para-educator; A classroom wIth 7 or more at a time shall have 2 Para-educators. .

Rationale: The MArso presently has three classrooms that serve county students. We have an
elementary, a middle school ~nd a high school classroom. We have found that as our

population changes and as we increase support for students in the general education setting,

the need for dassrooms and staffing change. last year, for Instance, we had 4 students In the

middle school ASD classroom, 6 students In the high school and 7 students in each of our two

elementary classrooms. Each classroom had at least one Para educator with some classroom

havtng 4 Para educators; depending upon. the needs of the Students. This school year, becau.se

of the success of some of our ASO students learning In the general education setti!1g, and the

change In grade levels, we only needed one ASD.room at ead1 level. Presently we have 11
students, 3 teachers and 9 Para educators. We are committed to providing appropriate service

to our students. Changing the plan to meet the needs of up to seven ASO students with

additional adult support gives our programs fIexlbifity without having to hire additional

teachers for a few students.

Administration of Programs and Services: W~ would like to add the following to our plan: Hthe

MAISD will serve students residing within the MAISD boundaries. Act 18 monies win not be used

to pay for educational costs for students who receive services outsJde the jurisdiction of the ISO
as a result of Schools of Chalce.. N

Rationale: The above statement protects Act 18 funds within our [SO. tt keeps the funding for

. . . . -

sruoents Who attend school within the [sD boundarieS. At this time, there is no significant

impact.


